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HERMES 

The wing-heeled messenger of the gods was 
said in multiple myths to have male lovers. 
In a variation of the Hyacinth myth, it was 
Hermes’ lover Crocus who was killed by a 

discus thrown by a god before being turned 
into a flower. Some myths suggest a 

romantic relationship between Hermes and 
the hero Perseus. And while some stories 

list Daphnis, the inventor of pastoral 
poetry, as the son of Hermes, other sources 
claim him to be the god of speed’s favorite 

lover.  

PAN 

Of course, many mythological texts and 
artworks connect Daphnis to the satyr Pan, 
God of music. Pan frequently was depicted 
in sculpture chasing both women and men 

around with his always-erect penis and 
oversized scrotum. Half man. Half goat. 

Bisexual. Size queen. 

DIONYSUS 

Best known as the Greek god of wine, 
Dionysus was also the god of intersex and 
transgender people. Male lovers of the god 

included the satyr Ampelos and the 
famously handsome Adonis. He also once 

made a journey to Hades and was guided by 
the shepherd Prosymnus, who led the way 
in exchange for the chance to make love to 

the party god. When Prosymnus died before 
that deal would be consummated, the god 

created a wood phallus to ritually fulfill the 
promise, according to research by a number 

of Christian historians, including Hyginus 
and Arnobius. 

APOLLO. 

The sun god, one of the most important in 
all literature, was also quite the libertine. 

Besides dalliances with numerous nymphs, 
Apollo was also lover to Macedonian Prince 

Hyakinthos, who died catching a thrown 
discus, then turned by the god into the 

hyacinth flower. The Pseudo-Apollodorus 
also said Apollo had been with Thracian 
singer Thamyris in the first man-on-man 

relationship in history. And for those who 
think same-sex nuptials are a 21st-century 

invention, Apollo also was in a relationship 
with Hymen, the god of marriage. 



SOURCE INFORMATION - https://www.pride.com/entertainment/2017/9/11/52-queer-gods-who-ruled-
ancient-history 
 

 


